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Educational Plan for Professional Degree Postgraduates (Reference Template)
I. Research goal (Formulated by schools concerned)
II. Research orientations (Formulated by schools concerned)
III. Educational mode and duration

The development of professional degree must be characterized by its profession with the focus on practice, employing the integrative mode of classroom teaching, technique training and internship. The education of professional postgraduates takes the form of instructor group guidance, which is made up of in-school supervisors and out-of-school supervisors. The in-school supervisors play the dominant role in guidance, while out-of-school ones get involved in curriculum teaching, case writing, professional practice, research projects and thesis writing.
The normative time for professional degree is 2 to 3 years. Course study at university lasts 2 semesters (or 3 / 4 semesters), internship no less than one semester and thesis writing about one semester. And those who fail to graduate during the given time due to the private reasons may extend their study after approval, but no more than 4 years in total.
IV. Curriculum

Specialized courses must reflect the requirements for specialized personnel from the professional disciplines, and must give priority to the development of practical operating capability. The teaching methods emphasize the application of case study, on-the-spot research and mimic training. Credits are laid down on the basis of Educational Plan set by the Professional Degree Advisory Committee. The minimum of 24 credits are entitled to the application for academic oral defense. 
Compulsory courses (credits≥11)
1. Public compulsory courses (credits: 7)
Political Theory            3  credits

Foreign Language          4  credits

2. Specialized compulsory courses (credits: 4-6, schools concerned specify the number of courses but no less than 2, 2~3 credits each）
Optional courses (credits: 4-6, schools concerned specify the number of courses but no less than 2, 2-3 credits each)
Required Fields (credits: 6)
Professional degree postgraduates, guided by their supervisors, must engage in practices for at least half of a year according to the practical teaching proposal. During the practice in grass-root units, the graduates are instructed by the leaders from the grass-root units. And they must participate all the way the everyday work and complete both the teaching practice summary and investigation report. The investigation report must emphasize on the grass-roots issues by means of questionnaire, interview, and literature collection as well as case analysis. After the internship, the graduates gain 6 credits qualified by the evaluation of their supervisors and instructor team.

Research method training (Required) credits: 3
1. Research practice: 1 credit

All the professional degree postgraduates of disciplines should take part in their supervisors’ scientific projects, experimental design, technology development and service, social practice or investigation, or apply the graduates-oriented projects from the university, school or open lab. Research practice deserves 1 credit.

2. Literature review and thesis proposal: 1 credit

Professional degree postgraduates are required to read a number of professional literatures and refine their own report reviews. They must accordingly report to the appraisal group in terms of the conception, framework, objective, scientific value, feasibility of the thesis. After approval, they can get access to 1 credit. Literature review and thesis proposal usually are conducted at the end of the second semester. Those who fail to pass through the thesis proposal are unable to get into the stage of thesis writing.

3. Academic activities: 1 credit

Professional graduates are required to attend the academic lectures for at least 4 times while at university, and write about the abstract, reflection or comments concerning the lecture. After the appraisal of their supervisor and instructor team, they can have access to 1 credit.

V. Assessment

Compulsory courses can apply the open-ended or close-ended test, while optional courses can employ the form of curriculum paper, investigation report, and the integration of oral and written test as well as group work. Hundred-mark system is employed, and the score below 6o is a failure of the subject. Specialty practice, scientific training, social practice, thesis proposal and academic activity are better to be assessed in terms of in-class checking, the result of which can be categorized into outstanding, good, pass or fail. The graduates can gain the credits only if the instructor or the related teachers provide their comments and checking results. The professional degree postgraduates must attend the exam and in-class checking within the given time unless they have particular excuses to make. Under this circumstance, the graduates must propose an application for a delay of make-up exam first. Then approved by the leader-in-charge in the respective school, they are allowed to postpone the exam for some time. Those who fail to attend the exam without any proper excuses deserve a zero for this subject, and more seriously, deprived of taking part in make-up.

VI. Intermediate assessment and thesis proposal

Intermediate assessment organized by the respective school is generally conducted at the end of the second semester for the professional degree postgraduates. The emphasis is paid to an all-round assessment in the fields of curriculum study and practice. The qualified graduates in the interim assessment can get engaged in the thesis proposal and then thesis writing. The assessment includes the following: (1) curriculum study, based upon transcripts and test papers; (2) research training, based upon the graduates’ participation in the research activities and published papers (comments needed); (3) practical activity demonstration or practice.
Thesis proposal is one of the most essential parts for professional degree postgraduates to write out their final thesis, which covers research issue, significance, research methods, train of thoughts, content framework, writing project, core ideas and value as well as the relevant documents. It is requested that the professional graduates, under the guidance of their mentors, propose research topic, comment on the application value and practical significance, put forward the method, technique and implementation scheme, through a thorough study of the literature at home and abroad in the specific field and a combination of practical investigation. The thesis proposal is arranged at the end of the second semester. Those who meet the requirements may start with their preparations for thesis writing.

VII. Thesis writing
1. The selection of the topic

Thesis writing of professional degree postgraduates must be closely integrated with practice, and should derive from the application project or the actual production problem. What’s more, they must appreciate a clear background and practical value, thus reflecting the graduates’ ability to employ the related theories, knowledge and methods for analysis of and solution to the practical problems. Thesis is able to adopt a diversity of research methods, such as theoretical research, practice research, policy research, project design and evaluation, survey and analysis report and case analysis regarding the respective professional fields.

2. Thesis writing

Thesis of a professional degree must be completed by the postgraduate independently, and must reflect his comprehensive ability to use scientific theories, methods and techniques to solve the actual problem. Thesis writing must meet the thesis specifications, in which the conclusion should stress particularly on the application value. Thesis writing usually takes half a year to complete for the sake of the quality.

3. Pre-trial
When the thesis is finished, the graduates must deliver it to the supervisor for further review. After approval, the thesis is handed over to the specialists designated by the instructor group. Only those who pass through the pre-trial are allowed to apply for the academic oral defense.
4. The application of defense qualification

On the condition that professional degree postgraduates are in line with the basic requirements for education specification, they can take a variety of achievement forms to conform to the school requirements before the defense. In addition to complying with the Provisional Regulations of Some Problems in Graduate Cultivation and Degree Conferment for the Minority High-level Backbone Talents of  Shaanxi Normal University, and the Provisional Regulations of Academic Achievement for the Candidates of Doctorate/Master Degree During the Stay of Shaanxi Normal University, the graduates can also take the patent, policy reports, project reports and other forms, but need to be issued officially and adopted with the relevant proof (Level of proof is regulated otherwise by the Office of Academic Degree). Those who do not meet the above requirements are deprived of thesis oral defense.

5. Thesis oral defense

The final draft of the thesis must be approved by two (at least one external expert) before moving into the defense. A thesis defense can be taken in various forms, and the committee member shall have professional and technical positions in certain practice fields. The thesis committee usually consists of 5 members, one of which at least is from the primary practice sector. And the chairman of the committee is generally acted by an out-of-school expert. The respondent to meet the requirements can be recommended to grant the master's degree by the University Academic Degree Committee.
