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Educational Plan for Academic Degree Postgraduates (Reference Template)
I. Educational goal (Formulated by schools concerned)
II. Research orientations (Formulated by schools concerned)
III. Educational mode and duration

The educational mode for academic degree postgraduates applies the integration of supervisor-responsible system and leading group instruction, encouraging the free mixture choice of supervisors in different disciplines. Postgraduates are required to formulate their own individual educational plans under the guidance of their supervisor within the first month after the entry of the university. This individual educational plan must cater for the graduates’ reality in full consideration and arrangement in accordance with the requirements of general educational plan in their specific disciplines and subjects. The enactment of the Plan must be examined through the supervisor group and specific school concerned, and finally submitted to the Graduate School for record then put into practice.
The normative time for full-time postgraduates is 3 years. Through the recommendation and appraisal from the specialists, those outstanding ones who have accomplished all the required courses ahead of time may graduate earlier than expected or continue their doctorate degree (a continuous academic project that involves postgraduate and doctoral study), but no less than two years. And those who fail to graduate during the given time due to the private reasons may extend their study after approval, but no more than 5 years in total. The postgraduates are supposed to start with their thesis writing in the third academic year and finally qualify through oral defense as scheduled.
IV. Curriculum and credits
Postgraduate course applies the credit system with the minimum credit of 21. Only those with 21 credits are entitled to the application for academic oral defense. Course curriculum and credits are as follows:

Compulsory courses (credits≥11)
1. Public compulsory courses (credits: 7)
Political Theory            3  credits

Foreign Language          4  credits

2. Specialized compulsory courses (credits≥4-6：schools concerned specify the number of courses but no less than 2, 2-3 credits each）
Optional courses (credits: 4, any two courses, 2 credits each)
Required fields

1. Practical: 2 credits

Academic postgraduates are required to take part in some practical activities in a variety of forms, not only limited on the attendance of classroom teaching activity, in particular undergraduate classroom teaching. Practical activity may comprise of the following, teaching-aided activity (to assist the instructor on FAQ, homework checking, experiment lesson, hosting classroom discussion and instruction of undergraduate thesis writing), research practice (to involve the specific scientific project, experimental design, technique development and service) and social practice and investigation. After approval, they can gain 2 credits.
2. Literature review and thesis proposal: 2 credits

Academic postgraduates are required to read a number of professional literatures and refine their own report reviews. They must accordingly report to the appraisal group in terms of the conception, framework, objective, scientific value, feasibility of the thesis. After approval, they can get access to 2 credits.

3. Academic activities: 2 credits

Academic postgraduates are required to attend a certain number of academic lectures while at university (specified by the school concerned), and write about the abstract, reflection or comments concerning the lecture. After the approval of their supervisor and instructor team, they can have access to 2 credits.

Assessment

The assessment can be carried out by means of written exam, curriculum paper and scientific report. Hundred-mark system is employed, and the score below 6o is a failure of the subject. And the result of test can be categorized into qualified or unqualified. The graduates can gain the credits only if the instructor or the related teachers provide their comments and checking results. The postgraduates must attend the exam and in-class checking within the given time unless they have particular excuses to make. Under this circumstance, the postgraduates must propose an application for a delay of make-up exam first. Then approved by the leader-in-charge in the respective school, they are allowed to postpone the exam for some time. Those who fail to attend the exam without any proper excuses deserve a zero for this subject, and more seriously, deprived of taking part in make-up.

V. Intermediate assessment and academic achievements
Before getting into the stage of actual thesis writing, postgraduates must attend the comprehensive assessment held by the respective college or center. Both written and oral test are employed, focusing on the fundamental theories, academic ability, lab working ability, knowledge of frontier academic development and history regarding the specific subject and relevant fields. What’s more, the academically regulated conduct that has been previously accomplished must be examined as well. Those who fail to pass the examination are deprived of the right to propose the thesis defense.

Except those minority backbone postgraduates who comply with the Provisional Regulations of Some Problems in Graduate Cultivation and Degree Conferment for the Minority High-level Backbone Talents of Shaanxi Normal University, the graduates of any other type must conform to the Provisional Regulations of Academic Achievement for the Candidates of Doctorate/Master Degree During the Stay of Shaanxi Normal University. Only those who reach the above requirements are allowed to submit the application for academic oral defense. The disciplines of any kind are able to formulate a higher requirement in view of scientific research training and achievements according to their unique characteristics of subjects or fields.

VI. Thesis writing
Thesis is the vital part of the graduate education, the thorough training for the postgraduates to conduct scientific research, and also the important evidence to judge whether the postgraduates are qualified for the degree. Thesis writing usually takes one to one and half year to complete.

Thesis for the academic degree postgraduates can focus on the fundamental study or applied study, or the application development combined with scientific research tasks but must remain their vision and uniqueness. The disciplines of any kind should formulate the specific standard and requirements according to their unique characteristics of subjects or fields.

The first draft of the thesis must be reviewed by the supervisor. After approval, the respective school or center must organize other instructors of the same or similar field to conduct pre-trial reading. Then the postgraduates may edit and print their thesis in accordance with Thesis Specifications of Shaanxi Normal University. Lastly, approved by the school or center concerned, the postgraduates engage in the thesis oral defense based upon the Regulations of Postgraduates Academic Oral Defense of Shaanxi Normal University. Those who passed through the defense are conferred to the Master degree by the University Academic Degree Committee.

