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Educational Plan for Doctorate Students (Reference Template)
I. Educational goal (Formulated by schools concerned)
II. Research orientations (Formulated by schools concerned)
III. Educational mode and duration

The education mode for doctorate students employs the supervisor-responsible system, by establishing the supervisor-headed instruction group and encouraging the free mixture choice of supervisors in different disciplines. Cultivation process aims to develop and temper the research capability and quality, with the emphasis on independent research and creative study of the PhD students. In addition, the rigorous academic atmosphere must be advocated among all. Specialized courses can be conducted in a diversity of inspiring and innovative forms in combination with the specialty features, research field and cultivation purpose. And they are demanded to accomplish all the learning contents and gain the minimum credits required by the Educational Plan.
The normative time for full-time doctorate degree is 3 to 4 years. The duration of in-service PhD students can be extended for some purpose but usually no more than 6 years. Topic selection, research plan as well as dissertation proposal must be completed before the third semester (including the third semester). And they may start with their actual dissertation writing after the examination through the supervisor group. 

IV. Educational plan and assessment
Educational plan: Based upon the Educational Plan, supervisor group of disciplines must specify the research orientation, course study, research plan, dissertation proposal and dissertation writing to cater for each PhD student’s individualities. It must be noted that the Educational Plan is formulated one month after the doctorate students enroll the university. The enactment of the Plan must be examined through the supervisor group and specific school concerned, and finally submitted to the Graduate School for record then put into practice.
Assessment: (Formulated by schools concerned)
V.  Curriculum and credits
Doctorate course applies the credit system with the minimum credit of 13. Only those with 13 credits are entitled to the application of dissertation proposal. Course curriculum and credits are as follows:

Public compulsory courses (credits: 5)
1. Political Theory            2  credits

2. First Foreign Language      3  credits

Specialized courses and optional courses（credits≥4-6：schools concerned specify the number of courses but no less than 2, 2-3 credits each）
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Dissertation proposal (credits: 2)
PhD students are required to read a number of literature studies and refine their own report reviews, focusing on their dissertations in terms of research purpose, research content, scientific value, feasibility as well as innovation. After approval, they can get access to 2 credits.
Academic Lectures
Doctorate students are required to attend a certain number of academic lectures while at university (specified by the school concerned), and deliver the academic reports in their specific field for around two times. Those who conform to the above-mentioned requirements can have access to 2 credits.
VI. Intermediate assessment and dissertation proposal
Intermediate assessment is generally conducted in the last month of the second semester. It is required that PhD students attend the comprehensive assessment held by the respective college or center (contents and methods must be specified by the school concerned). Assessment content must focus on the fundamental theories, academic ability, working ability, knowledge of frontier academic development and history regarding the specific subject and relevant fields. What’s more, the academically regulated conduct that has been accomplished previously must be examined as well. Those who fail to pass through the examination are deprived of the right to propose dissertation.

Doctor’s academic dissertation takes completely the form of project-related system, in which the candidates must fill in National Fund Application Form (in Science, Social Science or National Educational Science). And the Application Form must be examined through by the specialists. Those who fail to gain the approval must reapply until they are accepted, thereby entering the process of dissertation writing.

The content of the dissertation proposal must consist of the following:

1. The significance of the topic, the research background at home and abroad regarding the topic;

2.  The research purpose, content and problem to solve regarding the topic;

3.  The planned research method, technical skills and its feasibility;

4.  The innovative part of the topic;

5.  The planned content, prospective progress and outcome;
VII. Academic achievement and dissertation requirements

1. Except those minor nationality backbone graduates who comply with the Provisional Regulations of Some Problems in Graduate Cultivation and Degree Conferment for the Minority High-level Backbone Talents of Shaanxi Normal University, all doctorate students of any type must reach the requirements based upon the Provisional Regulations of Academic Achievement for the Candidates of Doctorate/Master Degree During the Stay of Shaanxi Normal University. Only those who meet the above requirements are allowed to submit the application for academic oral defense. 
2. Dissertation is not only a significant symbol to assess comprehensively the cultivation quality and academic level of the PhD students, but also an essential part to develop their abilities to innovate, find out problems, analyze problems, thereby solve problems. Doctorate students of a specific field must choose the topic containing important theoretical significance and application value in the frontier academic field. The dissertation writing must give prominence to its individuality in terms of the specialty and topic selection. 
3. Dissertation must value more on the innovation and advancement. PhD students of a specific field usually spend at least two years to complete his dissertation during the study period. All supervisors are supposed to make great efforts in the dissertation topic selection, dissertation proposal, project check-up, pre-trial defense and actual defense for their doctorate students.

4. The dissertation must comply with The Provisional Enforcement of Academic Degree Statute of People’s Republic of China to go through its approval and defense. Those who passed through the defense are conferred to the doctorate degree by the University Academic Degree Committee.
